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In the fall of 2011 the site of the Heritage at New Windsor residential subdivision (formerly 
Apple Ridge) was visited by Jason Tesauro Consulting, LLC to document the presence of potential 
habitat for New York State (NYS) rare, threatened, and/or endangered fauna. The survey identified 
potential wetland breeding habitats for several NYS Special Concern salamanders and potential roost sites 
for the federally endangered Indiana bat. A large kettle hole pond in the SE of the property was surveyed 
for the NYS Endangered northern cricket frog, none of which were documented. Potential threatened and 
endangered species habitats (and ecologically rich habitats in general, i.e. wetlands, large forest blocks) 
were determined to be outside of the main development footprint, which was mostly planned for the 
actively cultivated portions of the site.

On 19 November 2016, Tesauro Consulting revisited the Heritage at New Windsor site to update 
the threatened and endangered species habitat assessment. During the visit the entire site was surveyed on 
foot with priority given to ecologically significant areas including mature forest and wetlands. The 
property’s extensive apple orchard was still under active cultivation, and other than fields and other early- 
successional habitats appearing more thickly colonized by herbaceous and woody vegetation and water 
levels being substantially lower (or non-existent) in the forested and open-water wetlands as result of the 
severe drought, nothing ecologically appeared to have changed significantly since the initial assessment. 
Formal wildlife surveys were not conducted during this survey; however incidental observations of 
species while walking the property included white-tailed deer, blue jay, black-capped chickadee, red- 
bellied woodpecker, red-tail hawk, red-shouldered hawk, wood duck, and northern green frog (larvae). A 
hunter encountered onsite stated that he observed a black bear near the irrigation ponds earlier in the day.

Since the 2011 threatened and endangered species habitat assessment, one species known to occur 
in the region was listed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service: northern long-eared bat (Myostis 
septentrionalis). Like the Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat is a forest species that uses live and dead 
trees for roosting and forages within the forest understory. Portions of forested habitat on the Heritage at 
New Windsor site contains suitable habitat for the northern long-eared bat (and the Indiana bat, as 
discussed in the 2011 report); however, these areas have been proposed for preservation and will not be 
altered by the subdivision.

It should also be noted that the 2011 report neglected to list blue-spotted salamander (Abystoma 
laterale), a NYS Special Concern species, as potentially occurring onsite (along with NYS Special 
Concern Jefferson’s and marbled salamander). Woodland pools, open water habitats within NYS Wetland 
MB-38 in the SE portion of the site and surrounding mesic forest provide potentially suitable habitat for 
this species.

In conclusion, the site of the Heritage at New Windsor subdivision continues to support the 
mosaic of orchards, fallow farm fields, mixed hardwood forest, ponds, and wetlands that was present 
during the initial ecological survey of the site in 2011. Formal species inventories have not been 
conducted to date; however, it is likely of property likely supports most of the common fauna that 
typically occurs in agricultural-young forest contexts within the Lower Hudson Valley. The wetland and 
forested areas in the southern portion of the site support the greatest potential for species richness, 
including a diverse array of amphibians, turtles, waterfowl, marsh birds, and forest bats, some of which 
are state and federally listed. With these important habitat areas being designated as open space subject to 
conservation easements, the ecological impacts of the proposed development are unlikely to be direct. 
Secondary impacts in the form of storm water run-off or changes in groundwater dynamics have been 
evaluated in the preparation of the SWPPP and during the 72 hour test on wetlands and associated 
wetland species. Piezometers were installed along the adjacent wetland boundaries and surface water 
elevations were measured and monitored prior to, during and post pump test (See Appendix E). No direct 
influence was observed between groundwater and surface water resources.
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